
guaranteedtipsheet.com                            racingdudes.com         Page 1 of 20

 

2018 KENTUCKY OAKS 
AND DERBY WAGERING 

GUIDE 
 

Presented by:                   



guaranteedtipsheet.com                      racingdudes.com         April 24, 2018                Page 3 of 20 

Kentucky Derby Welcome! 
 
Thank you for purchasing the 2018 Kentucky Oaks & Derby Guide presented by Guaranteed Tip Sheet and 
RacingDudes.com! 
 

The Kentucky Derby is a part of the American fabric.
its eyes to Churchill Downs in Louisville, Kentucky, to see what 3-year-  
 
Run every year since 1875, famous horses that have won the Kentucky Derby include Triple Crown winners Secretariat, 
Seattle Slew, Affirmed, and most recently, American Pharoah. The 144th running of the Kentucky Derby will be on 
Saturday, May 5, 2018, at approximately 6:30 p.m. (EDT). 
 
The 1 1/4-mile race on the main dirt track is not only a spectacle; 
make a major return! 8 Kentucky Oaks & Derby Guide Presented by Guaranteed Tip Sheet and 

ll give you the information needed to hopefully make that major score!
 
This Guide includes: 
 

 Kentucky Derby Overview, including:  
o Picks from Guaranteed Pick Sheet, Racing Dudes, and Saratoga Slim 
o Introduction 
o Post position analysis  

 Horse capsules for each of the 20 projected horses in the 2018 Kentucky Derby field, including:  
o Trainer, jockey, projected odds, horse running style (i.e., early speed, presser, closer)
o Pros (positive angles on the horse), Cons (negative angles on the horse), and the Bottom Line 
o Five categories  Win Contenders (horses to use to win or on top in exotic wagers), Can Hit the Board 

(horses to use in the second- and third-place slots), Exotic Plays (horses to use, but only in the third- or 
fourth-place slots), Consider / Tosses (horses to possibly use or toss), and Tosses (horses to not include 
on tickets) 

 Historical pace analysis, including the running styles of the past 15 Kentucky Derby winners 
 Late pace analysis to help pick the winner and longshots to hit the board 
 Kentucky Oaks Overview with filly profiles, pace scenario, and wagering approach 
 Wagering strategy including trifecta, superfecta, and Oaks/Derby double approach 

 

For questions and to discuss more, feel free to visit guaranteedtipsheet.com or racingdudes.com or tweet us at 
@SaratogaSlim or @racing_dudes on Twitter. Please note: all horse capsules and pace analyses were written by 
Saratoga Slim. The Oaks preview and the wagering strategy were written by Aaron Halterman of Racing Dudes.  
 
Never wager more than you can afford to lose. 
 

Thank you, 
Racing Dudes 
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Horse Capsules  Considers / Tosses

 

Enticed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 NYRA/Viola Jasko 

 
 
Projected Odds: 
25/1 

Trainer: Kiaran McLaughlin Jockey: Junior Alvarado Presser (P3) 
Pros: lassy as they come and is a graded stakes winner as both a juvenile and a 
sophomore. He won last year  Grade 2 Kentucky Jockey Club, a key race that had many next-
out winners in Derby preps, and he has a graded stakes win at Churchill Downs, which is a major 
positive. His one-turn mile win in the Grade 3 Gotham was workmanlike, as he kept in the clear 
early and drew away late. His game second in the Grade 2 Wood Memorial after being bumped 
hard by Vino Rosso in the stretch showed that he has heart.  
Cons: Even though he has strong distance influences on both sides of his pedigree, he looks like 
he might not continue to excel as the distances stretch out. More concerning is that he seems to 
be a horse that needs it his own way; when he was faced with adversity on the inside in the 

to dig deep under the Twin Spires. 
Bottom Line: A steady mid-pack run and finish is likely. 

 

Noble Indy 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hodges Photography

Projected Odds: 
25/1 

Trainer: Todd Pletcher Jockey: TBD Early/Presser (E/P7) 
Pros: He showed grit to re-rally and win the Grade 2 Louisiana Derby after being passed in the 
stretch by Lone Sailor. Once he saw his foe through his newly-added blinkers, he stepped up to 
win by a narrow neck. If you draw a line through his third in the Grade 2 Risen Star, a merry-go-
round race in which he finished third, the Pletcher pupil would be undefeated with two impressive 
wins previously at Gulfstream. The son of Take Charge Indy should have enough distance 
pedigree, and his early speed should be a dangerous tool that he can use to gain all-important 
position early in the Derby. 
Cons: , as he needed to be all out to come back, 
but he showed a lot of heart. His Brisnet late pace figure of 86 shows how slow they were going. 

 good horses in his career, but not the top-notch colts in the crop, so the Derby 
can be deemed a step up in class. The female side of his pedigree also has sprint influences. 

Bottom Line: Will be a pace presence, but not on this level. 

 

Instilled 
Regard 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Hodges Photography/Jamie 
Hernandez 
 

Projected Odds: 
30/1 

Trainer: Jerry Hollendorfer Jockey: TBD Presser (P3) 
Pros: After a tough runner-up placement in the Grade 1 Los Al Futurity and win in the Grade 3 
Lecomte, the son of Arch was one of the top Derby prospects early in 2018. He has good 

His Hall of Fame trainer Jerry Hollendorfer knows how to get 
a horse ready for a big spot.  

Cons: Since starting the year hot, he has disappointed with back-to-back fourth-place finishes in 
the Grade 2 Risen Star & Grade 1 Santa Anita Derby. Maybe the pace was too slow for him to 

to back him. Out of a Forestry mare, his female side of the pedigree shows sprint influences.  

Bottom Line: One to likely leave off tickets, unless you think he re-finds his early 2018 form   

 

Flameaway 
 
 
 
 
 
Coady Photography 
 
Projected Odds: 
25/1 

Trainer: Mark Casse Jockey: Jose Lezcano Early/Presser (E/P6) 
Pros: The grittiest horse in the Derby field, he just keeps grinding. After arriving on the scene to 
win the Grade 3 Sam F. Davis in February, he followed that with runner-up finishes in the Grade 
2 Tampa Bay Derby and the Grade 2 Blue Grass ll be a pace presence in the Derby and is 
tough to pass late because he never gives up. He w
Tampa early forward position. 
Cons: he 
the win end. He could very likely stay on and get into the trifecta or superfecta, though. Good 

-
wise, but he makes it up with his grit and heart when it counts in deep stretch. 
Bottom Line: Can be used on the bottom of trifectas & superfectas at a huge price. 
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2018 Kentucky Derby Running Styles 
 

below shows the Brisnet running styles for each horse expected in the 2018 
Kentucky Derby.  
 

It should be immediately noted that only one E8 horse is expected to be 
entered: Promises Fulfilled.  If he draws a good post position (not the 
1 or 2 post), there is every reason to believe that he will be on the front 
end setting the pace, as he did in the Florida Derby. 
Promises Fulfilled opens up 3 to 4 lengths on the field early.  
 
Noble Indy may be the main presser on Promises Fulfilled trying to 
speed up the pace for his Pletcher stablemates. Going to the lead gives 
Noble Indy his best chance of winning the race. 
 
The second pack is where the stars will reside early. Mendelssohn 
should be handicapped as a E/P type, since he went to the lead early in 
the UAE Derby and never looked back.  Mendelssohn may be in front of 
Justify and Magnum Moon in that second flight, since these horses are 
so talented and quick.   
 
Others that will be pressing the pace based on post position and how 
they break are Flameaway and Bravazo. Flameaway may have staying 
power, but Bravazo may try to hang with these horses early, but just 

  
 
Both  and Audible will be top choices and will sit behind the 
pace setters. They will most likely will be in the back of the second flight 
in the Derby. 
 
The third flight of horses will be comprised of a mix of horses that could 
include Good Magic and 
Solomini. Hofburg and Enticed should be close behind. 
 
Vino Rosso may mix it up in the back of the third flight with Free Drop 
Billy. 
 
The closers in the back of the pack should include Combatant, Lone 
Sailor, Firenze Fire and My Boy Jack. 
 
For more Derby pace analysis once the final field is set and post 
positions are drawn, check out RacingDudes.com for an 

 
be released during Derby week.
 
The next section will evaluate how middle and late pace can be used to 
identify these horses that can put in a long, sustained run to win the 
Derby or hit the board at long odds making your day, month or year of 
wagering.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


