








BLIND HANDICAPPING 

We've all been there. Arrived at the track late with just minutes to post before the next race. No time to examine 
the racing form or even look at the GTS mobile app. All you have are the horse numbers and live odds along 
with the weather and track condition. But you want to get that bet in before the windows close. What to do? 
Time for some blind handicapping using statistics and the little information that you do have. The first rule is to 
not spend a lot of money and obviously this isn't a method we would recommend if you have access to the 
racing form, tipsheets, etc. Let's look at the following scenario. I walked into Oaklawn Park and quickly looked at 
the odds board. I knew that the track was MUDDY, which is actually a GOOD thing when you don't have your 
form, program or tipsheet on hand or the time to go through it as the odds tend to spread out a little more and 
the favorite typically gains more value. Here is what I saw: 

Nine horses with the #6 being the clear favorite at even money. The rest of the field had decent odds spread 
out well. Even though I had handicapped this race 2 days earlier, I didn't have the horse names and after handi­
capping 200 races for that day I couldn't recall what I had picked. I decided I was going to put together either a 
quick exacta or trifecta ticket. I immediately threw out the longest shots on the board (#2, #3, #4 and #8) as 
studies have shown that the average payout is less than 50% of the investment cost for horses with the longest 
odds. This left me with 6 horses. Statistics show that the favorite wins 35% of all races. So, right there we must 
include the favorite in our tickets, but the odds will determine if it makes more sense to box the favorite or 
simply play it on top and then box the next longer odds horses in hopes of the favorite losing which is 65% of 
the time. Further research has shown that in races with 8 horses, the winner will be among the top 4 betting 
choices 82% of the time. We have nine horses in this race, but we'll assume that the statistics are similar. So, 
now I need to narrow down my choices to 4 horses and so I have gone with the favorite plus the next 3 horses 
by odds. This left me with horses #6 (fav) and #1, #7 and #5. As we got closer to post time, the odds on the #1 O 
horse dropped to 9-1. I walked outside to quickly check out the track condition and get another look at the 
odds. 
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