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BLUE GRASS STAKES WELCOME!  
Thank you for purchasing the 2018 Blue Grass Stakes Wagering Guide presented by Guaranteed Tip 
Sheet and RacingDudes.com! 

The Grade 2, $1,000,000 Toyota Blue Grass Stakes will be run on Saturday, April 7, 2018 at Keeneland and is 
part of Churchill Downs’ Road to The Kentucky Derby, which awards points (100-40-20-10) towards a potential 
start in the Derby to the top four finishers. 

This guide will highlight all 5 graded stakes races on the card from Keeneland and provide the following: 

1. Top Contenders - Positives & negatives, analyses, and notes (including injuries) on the top horses. 
Morning Line odds are listed next to each horse’s name. 

2. Value Plays & Longshots - Analyses and notes on all valued longshot horses, along with all other 
entries for each race. Morning Line odds are listed next to each horse’s name. 

3. Pace - List of the early speed, stalkers, and closers for each race, along with an analysis of the expected 
pace scenario. Horses are listed in order of expected early speed in each category. Expected field size is 
also listed here. 

4. The Play - Analysis on ways to approach and wager on the race with details on all Pick 3, 4, & 6 
guaranteed pools. 

5. Picks - Picks and custom wagering strategies. 

The races are listed in reverse chronological order and page numbers are given below for easy reference. Purse, 
distance, age restrictions, and post times are listed for each race, too. Note: all of the horse notes, pace analysis 
and plays were written by Aaron Halterman from racingdudes.com. 

For questions and to discuss more, feel free to visit guaranteedtipsheet.com or racingdudes.com.    

Feel free to tweet at and follow us at @racing_dudes on Twitter. 

Please bet responsibly. Never wager more than you can afford to lose. 

Race                                                                                                                                                        Page 
Toyota Blue Grass (G2) 4 ...............................................................................................................

Central Bank Ashland (G1) 5 ...........................................................................................................

Madison (G1) 6 ...........................................................................................................................

Shakertown (G2) 7 ......................................................................................................................

Commonwealth (G3) 8..................................................................................................................
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Toyota Blue Grass (G2) 

TOP CONTENDERS 

VALUE PLAYS & LONGSHOTS 

The Play: This will be a pivotal race on the Kentucky Derby trail. The Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Champion Good Magic must 
bounce back from a poor effort in the Fountain of Youth. He should be much fitter for this one and has been working well 
leading up to the race. If he shows up with his best effort, then he'll be hard to beat. Sporting Chance switches tracks and 
draws inside, which could springboard him to the lead. Free Drop Billy returns to the track where he scored his biggest win 
and has connections that are always tough at Keeneland. Flameaway looks to keep running well on the dirt after a win in the 
Sam F. Daivs and a second place effort in the Tampa Bay Derby.  

PICKS 

Purse: $1,000,000

Distance: 1 1/8 Miles (Dirt)

Age: 3-Year-Olds

Post Time: Race #10 – 6:23 PM (EST) 

#11 Good Magic (2/1) - It's a make-or-break race for the Juvenile champion. He must bounce back from a poor showing in the Grade 2 
Fountain of Youth Stakes in his last start. With only one win in four starts, he really has only earned a top-notch speed figure once. He should 
enter this race much fitter than his last and has picked it up in his morning workouts. Trust that trainer Chad Brown has him ready to roll. 

#2 Sporting Chance (10/1) - He shipped away from Oaklawn Park to try earning Derby points in an easier spot, but it's still going to be 
difficult for this horse that needs to improve. His first race of the season was a decent third in the Grade 3 Southwest Stakes, but he followed 
that up with a fairly average Grade 2 Rebel Stakes. Reuniting with jockey Luis Saez, he can pick get those valuable points with the right trip.

#10 Free Drop Billy (5/1) - He finished second in his 3-year-old debut, the Grade 2 Holy Bull Stakes, to Audible, winner of the Grade 1 
Florida Derby last weekend. His last start in the Grade 3 Gotham Stakes left a lot to be desired, but he stretches back out in distance to two 
turns while returning to the site of his biggest win, last year's Grade 1 Breeders’ Futurity. He's the logical horse to knock off the heavy 
favorite.

#4 Kanthaka (10/1) - He was incredibly impressive two starts back, winning the Grade 2 San Vicente Stakes around one turn, but he 
wasn’t as good when he stretched out while finishing third in the Grade 2 San Felipe Stakes. At first glance, that effort seemed solid, but he 
was also beat 6 1/2 lengths. This will be an easier spot, but he may not like the distance. A hot pace up front would certainly help his 
chances.

#12 Flameaway (6/1) - Since moving back to the dirt this year, it's been nothing but positive. He won the Grade 3 Sam F. Davis Stakes, 
then finished second in the Tampa Bay Derby. However, it's questionable as to what types of fields he was facing in those races.

#1 Zing Zang (30/1) - He'll finally get more distance here, which is what he really needs. He has absolutely no early speed, so he needs a 
pace meltdown to have a shot at winning. He's made up ground in every Derby prep start, but not nearly enough to get close to the winners.

#6 Marconi (15/1) - He stretches back out in distance, which is definitely what he needs. He seems to be a bit green and is devoid of much 
early speed. A grinder is probably the best way to describe him, and a hot pace here would really help.

Others: #13 Machismo (20/1) gets another shot against stakes company after finishing a decent fourth in the Fountain of Youth. #7 
Blended Citizen (15/1) is a decent turf and synthetic runner that won the Grade 3 Jeff Ruby Steaks in his last start by a neck. #9 Tiz 
Mischief’s (30/1) 3-year-old year has gone very poorly, with losses by 13 lengths in the Holy Bull and 11 1/2 in the Tampa Bay Derby. #3 
California Night (30/1) stretches out in distance while also jumping up in class for this race. #14 Arawak (30/1) looks to qualify for the 
Derby after finishing a decent third in the Jeff Ruby. #8 Gotta Go (30/1) stretched out in distance in his last start and was a well-beaten 
sixth in the Fountain of Youth. 
Also Eligible: #15 Determinant (20/1)

Pace: • Early Speed: Sporting Chance, California Night, Flameaway   
• Stalkers: Quip, Gotta Go, Free Drop Billy, Good Magic, Machismo     
• Closers: Zing Zang, Kanthaka, Marconi, Blended Citizen, Tiz Mischief, Arawak   

Sporting Chance gets a nice draw here on the inside and will be the most likely horse to go to the lead. He's been caught wide in his two 
recent starts, so this prospective inside trip could lead to improvement. Flameaway seems to be the other logical speed in the race, but he's 
drawn a far outside post. In the Tampa Bay Derby, he showed stalking ability, which is likely again here. The pace will likely be moderate, so 
speed horses and stalkers will likely have an advantage. 
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Field Size: 14

PICK ORDER  M/L ODDS HORSE # HORSE NAME

WIN 2/1 11 Good Magic

PLACE 10/1 2 Sporting Chance 

SHOW 5/1 10 Free Drop Billy

WILD CARD 6/1 12 Flameaway 

ALTERNATE 1 10/1 4 Kanthaka 

ALTERNATE 2 30/1 1 Zing Zang 

EXACTA: 

2,10,11/2,10,11,12 

TRIFECTA: 

2,10,11/2,10,11,12/1,2,4,10,11,12 



Central Bank Ashland (G1) 

TOP CONTENDERS 

VALUE PLAYS & LONGSHOTS 

The Play: Monomoy Girl is considered a top contender for the Kentucky Oaks and will look to prove those thoughts correct. Her last effort in the 
Rachel Alexandra was super, and she should build off of that race. The pace should set up well for speed horses, which will hurt Eskimo Kisses, 
but she's still in with a big shot, as she's running very well right now. C. S. Incharge is dangerous from a pace standpoint. Her early speed will 
be dangerous, and she has two straight victories coming into the race. Andina Del Sur is the wild card, trying dirt for the first time. If she takes 
to the surface, then she could be dangerous.  

PICKS  

Purse: $500,000

Distance: 1 1/16 Miles (Dirt)

Age: 3-Year-Olds (Fillies)

Post Time: Race #9 – 5:45 PM (EST) 

#1 Monomoy Girl (4/5) - She looks like a slam dunk here after crushing her rivals last time out in the Grade 2 Rachel 
Alexandra Stakes. After that win, she was quickly hyped as one of the Kentucky Oaks favorites, and for good reason: she 
broke poorly, spotted the field several lengths, and still won for fun. She is four-for-five lifetime and towers over the rest of 
this field. We'll see if she can live up to the buzz around her. 

#2 Eskimo Kisses (2/1) - She nearly won the Grade 2 Fair Ground Oaks in her last start but lost by a head to Chocolate 
Martini. This filly will benefit from a hot pace, as she seems to be a dead closer. Her win against allowance company two 
races back was something special, and the fact that she followed that up with another good effort is a real positive. She 
should be the second choice against this field.

#4 C. S. Incharge (10/1) - We'll see if trainer Dale Romans can make it two Oaks prep race wins in a row with this filly. 
We haven’t seen her since her triumph in the Suncoast Stakes, which labeled her as an Oaks contender. She's undefeated 
since stretching out to two turns on the dirt, but she'll need to make a jump up in speed figures if she wants to have a 
chance.

#5 Andina Del Sur (6/1) - This turf horse has a major turn of foot and could be dangerous if she can take her form to the 
dirt. Last time out, she flew past horses late to win the Grade 3 Florida Oaks by a nose, and she's hit the board in all four 
career starts. Her pedigree does look a bit turfy, though, so it's questionable if she can transfer her form to a new surface.

#3 Patrona Margarita (15/1) - She'll try to drop back and make one run against this field, but the pace doesn’t look to 
be all that fast up front. She must prove that she can improve from a speed figure standpoint, but she does have a little bit 
of class to her. Recently, she was fourth in the Rachel Alexandra, where she lost by several lengths to Monomoy Girl.

#7 Tyfosha (15/1) - She impressively broke her maiden three races back at Oaklawn Park, but she's disappointed in her 
last two starts. She tried her luck in the Martha Washington Stakes but was a well-beaten fourth, then was well-beaten 
against allowance foes. She must improve.

#6 Ipanema Beach (20/1) - Still a maiden after three career races, she'll be the longest shot on the board without 
question, and for good reason. This will be a very tough spot for her.

Pace: • Early Speed: C. S. Incharge  
• Stalkers: Monomoy Girl, Tyfosha  
• Closers: Eskimo Kisses, Patrona Margarita, Andina Del Sur, Ipanema Beach  

C. S. Incharge looks like a lonely leader in this spot, and that could get interesting, as she's won two in a row, so we know that she's not 
"cheap" speed. However, the heavy favorite Monomoy Girl also can show early speed, too. She got off to a poor start in her last race and 
had to come from last, but her preferred method is stalking the early pace. Capable closers Eskimo Kisses, Andina del Sur, and Eskimo 
Kisses could be up against it in terms of how the pace will unfold.
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Field Size: 7

PICK ORDER  M/L ODDS HORSE # HORSE NAME

WIN 4/5 1 Monomoy Girl 

PLACE 2/1 2 Eskimo Kisses

SHOW 10/1 4 C. S. Incharge 

WILD CARD 6/1 5 Andina Del Sur

ALTERNATE 1 15/1 3 Patrona Margarita 

ALTERNATE 2 15/1 7 Tyfosha 

EXACTA: 

1/2,4 and 2,4,5 BOX   

TRIFECTA: 

1,2/1,2,4/1,2,4,5  



Madison (G1) 

TOP CONTENDERS 

VALUE PLAYS & LONGSHOTS 

The Play: This is the best betting race of the day. You must go deep in your multi-race tickets to move on, as this field is full of talent. You may 
want to stay away from speed horses because the pace is projected to be very hot, so boxing Lewis Bay, Salty, Ami’s Mesa, and American 
Gal in all exotic wagers makes sense. This is a race to play a box and hope to get lucky, as the payouts will be solid!  

PICKS  

Purse: $300,000

Distance: 7 Furlongs (Dirt)

Age: 4-Year-Olds and Upward (Fillies and Mares)

Post Time: Race #8 – 5:10 PM (EST)

#2 Lewis Bay (7/2) - Two races back, she returned from a layoff of over a year and was ultra-impressive when winning the Grade 3 
Rampart Stakes over a tough horse in Curlin’s Approval. Last time out, she was the odds-on favorite to make it two in a row, but she ran into 
a buzz saw named Martini Glass. This distance should suit her well, and her solid recent efforts make her look very good in this spot.

#3 Salty (10/1) - She showed up for practically every big race last year and always came with a big effort. Most of those starts were around 
two turns, but she's probably better off as a sprinter. Her 2018 debut at Gulfstream Park was solid, as she defeated allowance company with 
ease. The pace should set up well for her here, allowing her to sit off the lead and make one big run. 

#10 Ami’s Mesa (6/1) - She makes her 2018 debut after nearly winning the Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Sprint to round out last 
season. That was her first start on dirt, and she obviously took to the surface very well. She has six wins in 10 lifetime starts and has only 
finished worse than second twice. She's been working out well leading up to the race, which could signal that she's ready to roll off of the 
layoff.

#11 American Gal (4/1) - She makes her 2018 debut after two dazzling wins in the Grade 3 Victory Ride Stakes and the Grade 1 Test 
Stakes in 2017. Those back-to-back Ws certainly stand out, but she hasn’t made a start since August, so that's the big question mark. There 
are plenty of positives, though, and she ships well from her California base. She won’t be intimidated by the competition.  

#12 Finley’sluckycharm (4/1) - She debuted in 2018 running on the turf at Fair Grounds and finishing second, but she's much better 
suited for the dirt. Last year, she was four-for-six when sprinting on the dirt, including two wins in Grade 3 events and one win in a Grade 2. 
You have to love that she has a race under her belt, which should give her a big advantage over her main rivals.

#8 Miss Sunset (9/2) - This Cal-bred tries open company after two straight impressive wins at Santa Anita against other Cal-breds. She 
has a win over open company, too, which came here in last fall's Grade 2 Raven Run Stakes. She's hot, and her early speed will be tough to 
run down.

#5 Tequilita (20/1) - We haven’t seen her since last year's Raven Run, where she finished a close fourth. She was solid when running this 
distance in 2017, but this is a very tough spot to debut against older runners while also running first off of a layoff. 

#4 Ms Locust Point (12/1) - She enters this race off of four wins in a row, all at Laurel Park and Parx. Her last three were against stakes 
company, including the Grade 2 Barbara Fritchie Stakes most recently. The big question mark is if she can carry her form away from her home 
tracks. 

#6 Teresa Z (50/1) - The winner of the Grade 3 Monmouth Oaks makes her 2018 debut here while also cutting back a bit in distance. Her 
last start in 2017 was a disaster, finishing eighth in the Grade 1 Cotillion Stakes, and this will be a tough ask off of a six-month layoff.

Others: #13 Mines and Magic (30/1) recently finished third in the Grade 2 Inside Information Stakes, easily her best race against stakes company. #7 Berned 
(20/1) finished a well-beaten third to Ms Locust Point last time out. #9 Natural Wonder (50/1) ran fourth in her 2018 debut at Oaklawn Park. #1 Sailor’s 
Valentine (20/1) finished third against allowance company at Gulfstream Park in her first race since the Kentucky Oaks. 

Pace: • Early Speed: Ms Locust Point, Miss Sunset, Finley’sluckycharm   
• Stalkers: Sailor’s Valentine, Lewis Bay, Ami’s Mesa, American Gal, Mines and Magic  
• Closers: Salty, Tequilita, Teresa Z, Berned, Natural Wonder

This one has a great chance to set up well for closers at top class horses such as Ms Locust Point, Miss Sunset, and Finley’sluckycharm 
should ensure a hot pace. Lewis Bay and Ami’s Mesa should sit nice stalking trips, along with American Gal as long as she is not too keen 
off of the layoff. Deep closers Salty and Tequilita could also take full advantage if it is a total melt down up front. A wire to wire winner here 
is not likely.  
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Field Size: 13

PICK ORDER  M/L ODDS HORSE # HORSE NAME

WIN 7/2 2 Lewis Bay 

PLACE 10/1 3 Salty 

SHOW 6/1 10 Ami’s Mesa

WILD CARD 4/1 11 American Gal

ALTERNATE 1 4/1 12 Finley’sluckycharm

ALTERNATE 2 9/2 8 Miss Sunset

EXACTA: 

2,3,10,11 BOX  

TRIFECTA: 

2,3,10,11 BOX 



Shakertown (G2) 

TOP CONTENDERS 

VALUE PLAYS & LONGSHOTS 

The Play: With the pace projected to be very hot, things should set up well for Disco Partner, a world-class sprinter on turf. Commute will 
likely be his biggest challenger because you must respect anything that Casse sends out at Keeneland. The same goes for trainer Brad Cox, who 
will start Will Call. He's been very solid since switching to the turf. Big Handsome lures Florent Geroux to ride, which is a great sign that he's 
doing well after a brief freshening.   

PICKS 

Purse: $200,000

Distance: 5 1/2 Furlongs (Turf)

Age: 3-Year-Olds and Upward 

Post Time: Race #7 – 4:35 PM (EST) 

#13 Disco Partner (5/2) - He was one of the world's best turf sprinters last year. He set a world record for 6 furlongs 
over turf in the Grade 3 Jaipur Stakes at Belmont Park, then finished third in the Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint going 5 
furlongs. If he's on his game here, then it will be hard for anyone to beat him and his usual major run down the lane.  

#2 Commute (5/1) - He'll be the biggest challenge to the heavily-favored Disco Partner from a class standpoint, but he 
runs here off of a lengthy nine-month layoff. However, have confidence that trainer Mark Casse will have him ready to fire; 
Casse points for this Keeneland meet every year. Commute hit the board in his last two starts, tough Grade 2 races at 
Woodbine. 

#7 Will Call (8/1) - Since moving to the turf, he is two-for-three and could break to a nice early start. Last time out, he 
nearly wired his first try against stakes company. This will be his classiest race yet, but he could be up to the task. 

#9 Big Handsome (6/1) - This very solid turf sprinter returns after a brief freshening. All three of his wins came when 
sprinting on turf, so this is definitely his game. Florent Geroux has signed on to ride as well, which makes him very 
appealing. 

#5 Bucchero (5/1) - He was hot for three races over the summer and fall, but his last two efforts have been just so-so. 
Here, he returns to a track where he won the Grade 2 Woodford Stakes, so perhaps he can recapture some of that magic. 

#8 Tombeliane (8/1) - He's a solid runner in the allowance ranks, but he's had trouble against stakes company. His last 
three races have been against that sort, and he missed the board in all of them. 

#14 Flashaway (20/1) - He hasn’t been great in his races this year, and he now faces his toughest challenge yet in this 
spot. He'll need to step his game up in a major way here, but perhaps he will take to the Keeneland turf. 

#10 Loose On the Town (10/1) - He switches back to the turf, which seems to be his best surface. However, in his last 
matchup with Disco Partner, he was a non-factor. 

Others: #1 Friksy Magician (50/1) steps up in class after running decently against allowance foes. #3 Kid Perfect (50/1) has struggled 
lately, but his best race came over a yielding turf course, which could happen here. #4 Zapperini (50/1) was fourth last time out against 
allowance foes. #6 Commend (12/1) has finished a well-beaten sixth in three straight races. #11 Latent Revenge (30/1) has failed to 
pick up a win since July of 2016. #12 Bound for Nowhere (20/1) will try stakes company after winning an allowance race at Turfway Park 
in his last start.  
Also Eligible: #15 Mooose (50/1) #16 Recruiting Ready (50/1) 

Pace: • Early Speed: Commute, Kid Perfect, Bucchero, Will Call, Latent Revenge, Bound for Nowhere    
• Stalkers: Frisky Magician, Commend, Tombelaine, Big Handsome, Loose On the Town  
• Closers: Zapperini, Disco Partner, Flashaway 

As with most turf sprints there will be plenty of early speed in this race. A handful of horses will want the lead, and several others will not be 
interested in sitting too far off the early action. This should set up very well for Disco Partner, who also happens to be the best horse in the 
race. His extreme outside post position might make things interesting, but if he works out a trip he should have every chance to win. 
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Field Size: 14

PICK ORDER  M/L ODDS HORSE # HORSE NAME

WIN 5/2 13 Disco Partner 

PLACE 5/1 2 Commute 

SHOW 8/1 7 Will Call

WILD CARD 6/1 9 Big Handsome 

ALTERNATE 1 5/1 5 Bucchero 

ALTERNATE 2 8/1 8 Tombeliane

EXACTA: 

2,7,13 BOX  

TRIFECTA: 

2,7,9,13 BOX 



Commonwealth (G3) 

TOP CONTENDERS 

VALUE PLAYS & LONGSHOTS 

The Play: Focus on horses that should be close to the front in this race. Westwood should be able to control the early pace as 
the lone speed, but there are several stalkers that will be within range to make a move. Limousine Liberal is one of those 
horses and is no stranger to success in Kentucky. He also runs well on a sloppy race track, which we could get on Saturday. 
Conquest Windycity beat Mind Your Biscuits in his last start, so you know that he's coming into the race in good form. First 
Premio also cuts back in distance, which could make him dangerous at a nice price.  

PICKS 

Purse: $250,000

Distance: 7 Furlongs (Dirt)

Age: 4-Year-Olds and Upward 

Post Time: Race #6 – 4:00 PM (EST) 

#3 Westwood (5/1) - This horse could be the race's lone controlling speed, and if he is, then he'll be very difficult to beat. 
He enters off of two straight wins and has the highest speed figures out of anyone in the field. This will be a jump up in 
class, but he seems ready for the challenge. 

#6 Limousine Liberal (6/5) - He makes his 6-year-old debut after winning four of seven in 2017 and was third in this 
race a year ago before winning three straight at Churchill Downs. There's a chance of rain, which benefits him - he runs very 
well on a wet surface. His recent workouts have progressively improved, so he seems ready to fire off of a four-month 
break.

#5 Conquest Windycity (4/1) - When it comes to the question, “Who have you beaten lately?” There's no better answer 
than “Mind Your Biscuits.” The last time that Conquest Windycity raced, he defeated the future Golden Shaheen winner by a 
head. He'll be going the exact same distance of 7 furlongs and should be in with a big shot. 

#10 First Premio (12/1) - He made his dirt debut last time out in the Grade 3 Mineshaft Stakes at Fair Grounds, running 
a solid second behind The Player. He cuts back to 7 furlongs for this event and has trainer Mark Casse on his side, who is 
always solid at Keeneland. He could improve in his second start on dirt. 

#9 Awesome Saturday (20/1) - He moves back to the dirt after running on turf in his last two starts. That move will 
likely serve him well, and he should also like this 7-furlong distance, as he probably ran his best race when finishing second 
to allowance company at the same length last May at Churchill Downs. He's a possible longshot play. 

#8 Shut the Box (15/1) - He's run into some tough company this year and has been competitive in nearly every race. He 
might be a bit outclassed, but with his early speed, perhaps he can still play a factor in the race. 

#2 Behavioral Bias (6/1) - He's won two of three heading into this one, but it's his first start against stakes company. 
We'll see if he's up for the challenge. 

Others: #1 Heartwood (20/1) won a $200K stakes race at Mahoning Valley two back. #4 Warrior’s Club (12/1) has 
been a useful horse for the Churchill Downs Racing Club but has struggled against stakes company lately. #7 Crewman 
(20/1) will need to step up after several failed attempts since his last win on May 13, 2017.

Pace: • Early Speed: Westwood 
• Stalkers: Heartwood, Behavioral Bias, Conquest Windycity, Limousine Liberal, Shut the Box    
• Closers: Warrior’s Club, Crewman, Awesome Saturday, First Premio 

If he's lucky, Westwood could find himself alone on the lead in this spot. There will be plenty of stalkers just off the pace that could press 
him if they decide to do so, but there's no doubt that Westwood has the most natural speed. Speed and stalkers will have the advantage here. 
Even if Westwood is pressured, the actual pace shouldn’t be too fast. 
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Field Size: 10

PICK ORDER  M/L ODDS HORSE # HORSE NAME

WIN 5/1 3 Westwood

PLACE 6/5 6 Limousine Liberal 

SHOW 4/1 5 Conquest Windycity

WILD CARD 12/1 10 First Premio 

ALTERNATE 1 20/1 9 Awesome Saturday 

ALTERNATE 2 15/1 8 Shut the Box

EXACTA: 

3,5,6 BOX  

TRIFECTA: 

3,5,6,10 BOX 
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