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Santa Anita Big ‘Cap Welcome!  
Thank you for purchasing the 2018 Santa Anita Big ‘Cap Wagering Guide presented by 
Guaranteed Tip Sheet and RacingDudes.com! 

This guide will highlight all 4 stakes races from Santa Anita Park on March 10, 2018, including the 
Grade 1, $600,000 Santa Anita Handicap (aka the Big ‘Cap), and the Grade 2, $400,000 San Felipe 
Stakes, and provide the following: 

1. Top Contenders - Positives & negatives, analyses, and notes (including injuries) on the top 
horses (with Morning Line odds listed next to each horse’s name) 

2. Value Plays & Longshots - Analyses and notes on the mid-range to longshot horses and all 
of the entries for each race (with Morning Line odds listed next to each horse’s name) 

3. Pace - List of the early speed, stalkers, and closers, along with an analysis of the expected 
pace scenario. Horses are listed in order of expected early speed in each category, and 
expected field size is also listed here 

4. The Play - Analysis on ways to approach and wager on the race with details on all Pick 3, 4, 
and 6 guaranteed pools 

5. Picks - Picks and custom wagering strategies 

The races' page numbers are given below for easy reference. Purse, distance, age restrictions, and 
post times are listed for each race, too. All of the horse notes, pace analyses, and plays were written 
by Aaron Halterman from racingdudes.com. 

For questions and to discuss more, feel free to visit guaranteedtipsheet.com or racingdudes.com.    

Feel free to tweet at and follow us at @racing_dudes on Twitter.  

Please bet responsibly. Never wager more than you can afford to lose. 
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Santa Anita Handicap (G1) 

TOP CONTENDERS 

VALUE PLAYS & LONGSHOTS 

The Play: We have an excellent betting race; every horse in the field has a shot. The big problem is the lack of horses that you can trust. This is 
certainly one where you have to go deep and box all of your bets. Accelerate makes the most logical sense. If he can run the type of race he ran 
in the Pacific Classic, then he will be good enough to beat this group. The Baffert pair of Hoppertunity and Mubtaahij can be trusted to put in 
consistent efforts, while Fear the Cowboy ships into California from Florida and brings Javier Castellano with him. Those four horses are the 
ones you can trust the most here, but it's very difficult to further narrow this field down.  

PICKS  

Purse: $600,000

Distance: 1 1/4 Miles (Dirt)

Age: 4-Year-Olds & Up

Post Time: Race 10: 7:30 EST 

#7 Accelerate (5/2) - He won the local prep race for this one and is a multiple Grade 2 winner with plenty of class. The 
main issue could be the distance: he seems most effective at 1 to 1 1/8 miles. His only race at the distance was just an 
average-looking third in the Grade 1 Pacific Classic, but against a field of this caliber, that might be good enough.

#5 Hoppertunity (7/2) - The old warrior is back once again, but he seems to have lost a step. The 7-year-old has won 
over $4 million in his career, but he hasn’t shown the same level of talent in his last three races. He will be in with a shot 
here, as usual, but he might be more of a hit-the-board candidate than a win candidate.

#8 Mubtaahij (4/1) - In his first start for trainer Bob Baffert, he won the Grade 1 Awesome Again Stakes, but since then, 
he hasn’t been close to victory. Stretching out to this distance will be helpful, and he also gets the services of Mike Smith. 
This field isn’t anything that he can’t handle as long as he can return to his top effort.

#6 Fear the Cowboy (3/1) - Fresh off of the Pegasus World Cup, he ships west for the first time. He finished a very 
distant fourth in the Pegasus, but two races back, he was an impressive winner in the Grade 3 Harlan’s Holiday. He's a hard-
knocking horse that's sure to show up with his normal effort.

#3 Curlin Road (12/1) - He returns today from a long layoff after finishing fourth in the Grade 1 Pacific Classic last 
August. He seems to be a bit one-paced, which should favor him in a race like this one. However, going 1 1/4 miles off of 
that long of a layoff might be difficult.

#2 Prime Attraction (8/1) - He seems to have a pedigree that scream 1 1/4 miles, and he ran well in the local prep, 
finishing second. Three races back, he won the Grade 3 Native Diver Stakes impressively at Del Mar while earning a speed 
figure that makes him more than competitive here. He should run well.

#4 Giant Expectations (5/1) - He shipped to Gulfstream Park for the Pegasus World Cup, but that race didn't go as 
planned. as he drew a wide post and never had a shot. He returns to Santa Anita, where he landed his massive win in the 
Grade 2 San Antonio Stakes. However, the stretch out in distance is questionable; he's also cross-entered in the Triple Bend.

#1 Top of the Game (10/1) - He won three in a row before stepping up against stakes company, then lost three straight 
by multiple lengths. It's hard to get excited about him until he shows that he can compete with this level of competition.

Pace: • Early Speed: Top of the Game, Giant Expectations 
• Stalkers: Prime Attraction, Accelerate, Mubtaahij    
• Closers: Curlin Road, Hoppertunity, Fear the Cowboy   

This looks to be a snooze fest, as no horse in this race has what you would call significant speed. The pace will likely be very slow, which will 
favor Top of the Game and Giant Expectations. However, both of those horses might not be trusted going this distance. Stalkers 
Accelerate and Mubtaahij might have the best spots, and we know that those two won’t quit. 
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Field Size: 8

PICK ORDER  M/L ODDS HORSE # HORSE NAME

WIN 5/2 7 Accelerate 

PLACE 7/2 5 Hoppertunity 

SHOW 4/1 8 Mubtaahij 

WILD CARD 3/1 6 Fear the Cowboy

ALTERNATE 1 12/1 3 Curlin Road

ALTERNATE 2 8/1 2 Prime Attraction 

EXACTA: 

5,7,8 BOX  
  

TRIFECTA: 

5,6,7,8 BOX 



San Felipe Stakes (G2) 

TOP CONTENDERS 

VALUE PLAYS & LONGSHOTS 

The Play: This race begins and ends with the McKinzie. Baffert has been high on this horse for months, and he should step up and take a big 
step towards proving his trainer right in this spot. He's the horse to use the most in your exotic wagers. Kanthaka is the likely upset pick, as he 
exits an impressive win in the San Vicente. Bolt d’Oro has been off since the Breeders’ Cup, which will make it difficult for him as these horses 
are already in form. His talent is certainly high, but you may want to take a wait-and-see approach until he proves that he's carried his form from 
2 to 3. Lombo will set the early pace, but he has his work cut out for him to stay on the lead this time around. 

PICKS 

Purse: $400,000

Distance: 1 1/16 Miles (Dirt)

Age: 3-Year-Olds

Post Time: Race 6: 5:30 EST 

#4 McKinzie (8/5) - For months now, he's been hyped as Bob Baffert’s best Kentucky Derby prospect. He's an undefeated 
three-for-three coming into this race, including a multiple-length win in the Grade 3 Sham Stakes last time out. He'll look to 
make it four straight here while also becoming the top-ranked Kentucky Derby prospect. Baffert is confident in his ability.

#8 Kanthaka (4/1) - Kanthaka won the Grade 2 San Vicente Stakes in runaway fashion and will try two turns for the first 
time. His breeding is questionable for stretching out, which makes this a pivotal start. With the chance of rain possible, the 
track could end up favoring closers, which would be another big positive for Kanthaka. He's the most likely upsetter in this 
race.

#1 Bolt d’Oro (2/1) - The multiple Grade 1-winner makes his 3-year-old debut after a couple of minor injuries set him 
back to start the year. His training has been a bit sporadic leading up to this race, but his final workout was flawless. He's a 
hard horse to get a read on, but the talent is there. If the track is sloppy, then he'll wait another week to debut.

#2 Lombo (8/1) - He picked up a big win last time out in the Grade 3 Robert B. Lewis Stakes, his first try around two 
turns. The competition gets much tougher here, though, as that field was not particularly strong. However, he might be the 
controlling speed in the race, which gives him an outside shot. If the "Big 3" take all the money, then he becomes a sneaky 
play.

#3 Ayacara (8/1) - The Robert B. Lewis was not the strongest race, but he did run second in it. He was also fourth behind 
Bolt d’Oro in the Grade 1 FrontRunner Stakes last fall. He has some class, but he now needs to show a bit more talent.

#7 Peace (15/1) - He struggled to a fifth-place finish in the Robert B. Lewis, and the waters are much deeper here. He 
has to do some major improving to have any shot.

#5 Aquila (15/1) - He recently won a maiden special weight here going the same distance. It's not a bad spot to try 
against stakes company, but it's hard to imagine him making much of an impact other than perhaps rounding out the 
superfecta.

#6 Calexman (30/1) - His best race was on the turf, and oddly enough, he has only one start over it, which was a win. 
I'm not sure why they entered him here; he seems completely overmatched.

Pace: • Early Speed: Lombo, Aquila, Calexman 
• Stalkers: Bolt d’Oro, McKinzie, Peace, Kanthaka  
• Closers: Ayacara    

Lombo got loose on the lead in the Robert B. Lewis and never looked back, wiring by 2 lengths. He's the fastest horse again here, but he'll 
have some company up front with Aquila and Calexman likely showing early speed. This means that the stalking heavy hitters Bolt d’Oro, 
McKinzie, and Kanthaka should have no excuses from a pace standpoint. 
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Field Size: 8

PICK ORDER M/L HORSE # HORSE NAME

WIN 8/5 4 McKinzie 

PLACE 4/1 8 Kanthaka 

SHOW 2/1 1 Bolt d’Oro

WILD CARD 8/1 2 Lombo 

ALTERNATE 1 8/1 3 Ayacara 

ALTERNATE 2 15/1 7 Peace 

EXACTA: 

4/1,2,8  

1,2,8 BOX  

TRIFECTA: 

1,2,4,8 BOX 



Frank E. Kilroe Mile (G1) 

TOP CONTENDERS 

VALUE PLAYS & LONGSHOTS 

The Play: All signs point to World Approval here in almost every way. The race shape favors him; if it rains, he'll relish the 
off going; and he's simply the best horse in the race. He should crush here, but it’s not a bad idea to play a small exacta 
against him just in case he doesn't show up with his best effort. Om comes in hot with a big win last time out and has the 
home track advantage. Bowies Hero consistently hits the board, so he's a great horse to use in the bottom spots. Next 
Shares has been progressing nicely and can compete if he successfully moves up in class.   

PICKS 

Purse: $400,000

Distance: 1 Mile (Turf)

Age: 4-Year-Olds & Up

Post Time: Race 5: 5:00 EST 

#5 World Approval (4/5) - Since moving to the mile distance on turf, this horse has become an absolute monster. He 
ripped off three straight Grade 1 wins, capped off by a win in the Breeders’ Cup Mile to finish 2017. He returned for his 2018 
debut in the Grade 3 Tampa Bay Stakes and looked solid once again while winning. He's the most likely winner on the day’s 
card. 

#7 Om (5/1) - This horse is a little inconsistent, without question, but at his best, he can be tough to beat. He put that on 
display last time out when winning the Grade 3 Thunder Road Stakes, which shows that he’s entering the race in great form. 
If he can match that type of effort again, then he will have a mild shot at pulling off an upset.

#2 Bowies Hero (6/1) - He's a super consistent performer that just has a hard time actually winning. He's a nice horse to 
use underneath, but it's hard to see him winning a race like this one. 

#3 Next Shares (8/1) - He's been quietly progressing well, but he's now asked to run in a very tough spot. He finished 
third in the Thunder Road last time out but only by a 1/2-length. He could be a logical upset contender if he gets pace up 
front. 

#1 Free Rose (20/1) - His best track seems to be Del Mar, as his big wins have come there while going zero-for-four at 
Santa Anita. Those facts are going to make it hard for him win here, and he's also facing a very touch field.

#8 Channel Maker (5/1) - He's struggled in his last four starts against this type of tough company and looks to be 
overmatched again here. He might need a drop in class. 

#6 What a View (15/1) - He gets back to a mile here, which is his best distance, but he also jumps into the deep end of 
the pool, and that won't be easy. 

#4 Syntax (15/1) - He returns off of a long layoff, which is a negative, but he has back class that could make him 
competitive. He has to prove that he still has it at age 6. 

Pace: • Early Speed: What a View 
• Stalkers: Free Rose, World Approval, OM   
• Closers: Bowies Hero, Next Shares, Syntax, Channel Maker  

The good news for What a View: he looks to be the lone speed on paper. The bad news: the two best horses in the race 
are not going to be far behind. World Approval and Om will sit just off of the pace setter and should have no problem 
catching him when the real running begins. From a pace standpoint, this field is going to have a tough time beating the two 
big horses in this race.
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Field Size: 8

PICK ORDER  M/L ODDS HORSE # HORSE NAME

WIN 4/5 5 World Approval 

PLACE 5/1 7 Om

SHOW 6/1 2 Bowies Hero 

WILD CARD 8/1 3 Next Shares 

ALTERNATE 1 20/1 1 Free Rose 

ALTERNATE 2 5/1 8 Channel Maker 

EXACTA: 

5/2,3,7  

2,3,7 BOX  

TRIFECTA: 

5/2,3,7/2,3,7 



Triple Bend Stakes (G1)

TOP CONTENDERS 

VALUE PLAYS & LONGSHOTS 

 

The Play: Let's take a swing in this race, as the card looks mostly chalky for the other races. Captain Scotty is coming in 
under the radar, but he's won two races about as easily as you can possibly make it look to start his career. He gets Castellano 
to ride and could be the fourth choice in the race, which makes him very attractive. Giant Expectations brings class to the 
race and fits well at this distance. City of Light will be the likely favorite, but he's inconsistent enough to play against on some 
tickets. Edwards Going Left is a solid Cal-bred that will show up with a game effort.   

PICKS 

Purse: $400,000

Distance: 7 Furlongs (Dirt)

Age: 4-Year-Olds & Up

Post Time: Race 4: 4:30 EST 

#6 Captain Scotty (3/1) - It's been a great start to his career, with two starts, both major blowout wins. This will be his 
first stakes try, but it's a good spot for his first try against a small field. Last time out was his first start at Santa Anita and 
he buried his competition by over 5 lengths. He stretches out from 6 to 7 furlongs here, but the talent seems to be there. 

#3 Giant Expectations (3/1) - He shipped to Gulfstream Park for the Pegasus World Cup, but that race didn't go as 
planned. as he drew a wide post and never had a shot. He returns home, where he landed his big win in the Grade 2 San 
Antonio Stakes. He's crossed entered here and in the Big 'Cap, but this makes the most sense. He'll be a major factor if he 
enters. 

#5 City of Light (9/5) - He won the Grade 1 Malibu Stakes here last time out in very impressive fashion, which was the 
same distance as this race. However, in two previous starts, he hadn't shown that kind of ability. Obviously, he's a little hard 
to get a read on, but you have to label him as a main contender in this spot. 

#1 Edwards Going Left (5/2) - This is a serious Cal-bred that nearly took home the Malibu, finishing second to City of 
Light. Last time out in his 2018 debut, he dominated a state-bred stakes by 6 lengths. He should play a major factor.

#2 Horse Greedy (20/1) - He picked up a win in an allowance event last time out, but now he must take a major step up 
in class. He could be a little bit overmatched.

#4 Bobby Abu Dhabi (8/1) - He sharply won an allowance race on the last day of 2017, an effort that makes him 
competitive against this group. The jump in class will be steep, though, which makes it tempting to take a wait-and-see 
approach.

Pace: • Early Speed: City of Light, Captain Scotty    
• Stalkers: Bobby Abu Dhabi, Giant Expectations, Edwards Going Left    
• Closers: Horse Greedy 

This will without a doubt turn into a rider's race. City of Light and Captain Scotty should go out to the front from the very 
start, and you'd think that both jockeys would try to avoid a speed duel. If they do, then the'll be the two controlling speeds, 
with Giant Expectations and Edwards Going Left sitting and waiting to pounce. The advantage here is going to go to the 
smartest rider. That’s why Captain Scotty getting Javier Castellano is an ultra-important factor in this race. 
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Field Size: 6

PICK ORDER  M/L ODDS HORSE # HORSE NAME

WIN 3/1 6 Captain Scotty 

PLACE 3/1 3 Giant Expectations

SHOW 9/5 5 City of Light 

WILD CARD 5/2 1 Edwards Going Left 

ALTERNATE 1 20/1 2 Horse Greedy 

ALTERNATE 2 8/1 4 Bobby Abu Dhabi 

EXACTA: 

3,5,6/1,3,5,6  

TRIFECTA: 

 1,3,5,6 BOX 
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